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INTRODUCTION

The economic, social, technological development that has taken place in the last
third of the 20th century has had significant impacts on the lives of modern communi-
ties, touching almost all areas of life. A specific feature of the structural change, con-
nected to urbanisation, is the fact that the so-called basic human existence processes
lost their former twofold division and were further divided in time and space. Besides
residential and work places, the places for recreation became more and more impor-
tant. The most important settlements marks of this process are the boom in the num-
ber of second homes, including within this category leisure-time homes and the spatial
expansion of the holiday-recreation areas.

The process that started from the large cities and mainly from the well-to-do layers
— thus characterised as a spatial and social diffusion phenomenon — significantly
changed the spatial systems of the affected settlements, their morphologies, functional
division, infrastructure, land use etc. Also, it had a considerable impact on the commu-
nities and living styles of the areas of origin and destination.

DEFINITION, RESEARCH PRELIMINARIES, CHOICE OF SUBJECT

Definition, characteristics and forms
of second homes and leisure-time homes

Holiday houses, summer houses, weekend houses — which I will use as synonyms
from now on - belong to the second homes used in leisure time, for leisure purposes. It
is very difficult to give an exact definition of the second home or second flat, since the
concepts are different from country to country and researcher to researcher. (Barbier
1965, Baumhackl 1989, Bielckus 1977, Coppock 1977, Csordds 1993, Downing-Dower
1973, Haimayer 1979, Kowalczyk 1994, Robertson 1 977, Ruppert 1973, Wolfe 1977)

In my opinion a second home is a house that is private property of or used for a long
period of time as an occasional dwelling by a person (family) that does not consider it
as a primary home. In Hungary this category contains the buildings used for leisure
time purposes, with an area bigger than 12 m2, irrespective of whether they were creat-
ed by the purchase of a house in a holiday settlement, a garden or an unused village
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